Our visitto . . .

Auschwitz

o ur sehool has beew a part of the

LPA project for a long time,
and every year A-Level History
students have the chancee to apply to
take an active role in the projest. \we
decided to apply as we thought being
a pavt of this project would be bwpor-
tant in widening our knowledge of
the Holocaust and allow us to take
into consideration the views and
opintons of others on why the Holo-
caust should be remenmbered. we
believe that wo one shoulot be treated
the way) the victims of the Holocaust
were, so therefore remembering the
Holocaust is vital as it remlnols us
about the past and it ensures that
something so tragle in history
should not be vepeated.

(n ordler to be a part of the project, we
gave a presentation on why we
wanted to be a part of the project, why
we shouldt be pleked and why it's
bportant to remember the Holocaust.
Getting selected was a great honour
ns it gave us the opportunity to visit
one of the most overwhelming sites tn
history. The project consisted of
seminar, where groups from all over
the country would prepare themselves
to visit Auschwitz in Poland.

Taking such a dirvect part tn this
project provided us with the chance to
pAss on our experiences and thoughts
to a Younger generation to ensure the
genoctole of the past is not vepeated tn
the future.

we personally think the seminar in
Leeds was @ wmost helpful and eye-
opening experience. At the seminar we
were taught about Jewish Life before
the mass genocide and about the
Jewish population in Europe, ano
espectally Poland. Adfter this intro-
duction a highlight for us came when
we Listened to a Holocaust survivor,
Zigi Shipper. It was deeply moving
knowing the number of Holocaust
survivors is slowly dwindling. Lis-
tening to a survivor’s testimony had
grent significance, as it reveals a
personal experience that can be reiter-
ated to future generations keeeping
the memorles of the extent of the
genocide alive when they have gone.
It also velternates to future generations
the scale of the genoclde when facts
and figures fall short of the emo-
tlonal impact each individual experi-

enced.

Zigl, wow nged €6, told us about his
experience before the Holocaust
stavted and after it ended. What we
revenber from his testimony is that
from a young age he lived with his
grandparents but spon it was just
hime and his grandmother. Whew he
was taken to the concentration camp
he was separated from his grand-
mother and he didnt know if she was
still alive. Zigl was lucky enough to
escape several thmes with his friends
whilst he was being woved to differ-
ent camps. He and his friends were
eventually rescued by the British.
The day after the liberation, Zigi's
grandmother died. whilst Zigl was
in London after belng rescued by the
British he was rewnited with his
mother.

Listening to Zigi's testlmony was
the highlight of the project. This is
because his story gave us a very
personal tnsight into the Holocaust
and how it affected people’s lives. It
also wade the Holocaust seem that
Little wmore realistic. His story made
us realise the extent of the Holocaust
and how it affected normal people
like you and me. After listening to
his testimony we had an opportunity
to ask questions. We found the ques-
tion and answer session interesting
because this ts when Zigl told every-
one, Do not hate, it will rubn your
Life’. we found it fascinating to hear
this from a Holocaust survivor; tell-
ing younger generations not to hate.
How could he not hate the Nazis after
everything that they did to him and
his people?

A week after the seminar we visited
Poland. This was a one day visit. we
had an early start checkRing tnto the
atrport at avound 5.00am and board-
tng the flight at #.00am. Once tn
Poland, we were allocated to our
groups and on our way to the first
camp we went through the city of
Krakow. Our day consisted of visit-
ing two camps, Auschwitz 1: the
Labour camp, and Auschwitz 2: the
concentration coamp.

Visiting was the labour camp was an
overwhelming experience. Converted
into o musewm it displayeo the be-
longings people had brought with
them. Many of the captives who ar-
rived at the camp thought they were
starting a new Life and job and
woulol spon be returming howe, but
insteaol all thelr possessions were
taken control of and they endured
suffering, pain, Loss of family and
hardship. we went to rooms display-
tng all the shoes and all the haiv.

that room fabric had been wmade from
hatr. Whew people arvived at the con-
centration camps thelr heads were
shaved. Each individual who entered
the camep had their Ldew’dt@ taken
awny from them, they had no name;
they were given only a number.

After visiting this tervible site we
went to the main camp, Auschwitz 2:
the death camp. This camp was dif-
ferent to the first; it was much big-
ger. It wasn't Like the first camp. It
wasw't a musewnm. It was the bare
remains of the original camp. We
weve shown the gas chambers which
seemed for too small to accommodate
the hwndreds of people who were
cramped into them. We also saw
where they stayed; each hut seemed
small but hundreds weve crowded
together making them highly sus-
ceptible to disease.

“Those who do wot
remember the past are
condemned to vepeat it’

Adter we toured the camp, a Rabbl Led
a wemorial service. Here, the Rabbi
told us that we should always re-
member the Holocaust and its vie-
tims; forgetting the memory of those
individuals would be disrespectful
ano tinhwmane. The Rabbi wrged
younger generations to keep the
memory alive and to recognise the
bportance of the Holocaust tn ordler
to avold wajor tragedies hoppening
again.

At the end of the memorinl service the
RabbL read out hymns tn Hebrew to
show respect to the victims of the
Holocaust. After the memorial, we Lit
candles and placed thew on the main
train track anod hao a moment of
silence to show our respect and com-

menoration to the victlms and survi-
vors of the Holocaust. The day was
coming to an end and the final
thing we saw was the collection of
photos the victims had brought with
them. They were of ordinary people
and of friends and families which
Left us thinking and reflecting
polgnantly on our experience.

Golng to Auschwitz and belng a part
of this project was a once in a lifetlme
opportunity. Listening to Zigi's
story) and taking his experience with
us to the concentration camps made
us understand the Holocaust more
clearly. Being in Auschwitz made
us realise that this actually happened
to millions of people, including Zigt.
The visit to Poland wasn't as eneo-
tlonal as we expected it to e, but it
was a Lot to take in. Personally, after
the visits to Leeds and Poland, we
were more affected by the experience
during the journey where we had
time to reflect on our experiences and
to think of ways that we would pass
on the message to a Younger genera-
tlon to make them vealise the signifi-
cance of the genocide.

George Santayana, phétnsophev
satdd, ‘Those who do wot remendoer the
past are condemned to vepeat it'. This
helped us vealise the significance of
our experience as we woulol be passing
on the message of remembrance. As a
result of our experience, we alm to
pass on the message to Younger
generations as we belleve that those
who learn from the history of the
Holocaust anot survivors’ testimontes
are the ones who have the potential to
make a difference on both a local anc
olobal level to avold the repetition of
genocide in the future.
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